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nistration and the employers and to organise a powerful
trade union movement.

Malaya was occupied by the Japanese on February
15, 1942. The workers and their trusted leaders orga-
nised the resistance movement. The Malayan People's
Anti-Japanese Army (M.P.A.J.A.) was organised and
a Malayan People's Anti-Japanese Union, consisting of
all classes, was formed in the course of the struggle of
the resistance movement.

During the period of three years and eight months
of Japanese occupation, the working class of Malaya was
the backbone of the people's struggle against the Japa-
nese invaders. The Anti-Japanese Army consisted mainly
of workers. This fight for the independence and freedom
of Malaya united the Malay, Chinese and Indian workers.

The British reoccupied Malaya in September 1945.
After they gained a military foothold, 'the imperialists
violated the terms of the agreement they signed with the
Central Command of the Malayan People's Anti-Japanese
Army to respect the free institutions of the Malayan
people, particularly the People's Committee.

Afraid of the enormous prestige of the trade union
movement not only among the working class but among
the broad masses of the people as a result of their
heroism and patriotic deeds during the resistance move-
ment, the imperialists were compelled to give de facto
recognition to the trade unions and other bodies of the
resistance movement, although they had secret plans
to re-establish colonial rule almost immediately.

Malayan leaders were invited to participate 'in the
victory parade in London and the postwar advisory
councils, but when the imperialists discovered that these
leaders would not capitulate or compromise, they impri-
soned or deported them. Trade union leader Liu Ah-
Liang was one of their first victims. He died in prison
as a result of maltreatment.

The British imperialists having re-established their
domination in Malaya intensified the exploitation of the
Malayan people, trying to make up for the losses of the
war and to alleviate the economic crisis in their own
country. Between 1945 and 1947 there were 3,000 strikes.
The main demand of the workers was for wage increases.